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PRE-REQUISITES 

The 2X Cloud Portal allows users to launch published applications and 
desktops from multiple farms which are accessed through a web portal 
according to their filter settings.  

 

¶ Windows 2003/2008 Server 

¶ Microsoft .NET Framework II 

¶ IIS6 or IIS7  

¶ 2X ApplicationServer 
 

Client Operating Systems and Browsers Supported 

 

 Internet 
Explorer 
v6/7/8 

 
Firefox 3.x 

 
Opera 10 

 
Chrome 3/4 

 
Safari 3/4 

Windows 
2000, XP, 
Vista and 
Windows 7 X X X X X 

Mac  X   X 

Linux  X X   

 

Automatic Client Detection and Installation 

 

 IE v6/7/8 Firefox 3.x Opera 10 Chrome 3/4 Safari 3/4 

Windows 
2000, XP, 
Vista and 
Windows 7 

Active X 
or Java 
Enabled 

Java 
Enabled 

Java 
Enabled 

Java 
Enabled 

Java 
Enabled 

Mac 
N/A 

Java 
Enabled N/A N/A 

Java 
Enabled 

Linux N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A 

 

Please note that where the client is not automatically detected, you will need to install 
it as described in the ApplicationServer manual. 

 

http://www.2x.com/virtualdesktop/vds_manual/2XVirtualDesktopServer.html
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INSTALLATION 

Make sure all Windows programs are closed before you begin the installation. 

 

Run the 2X Access Portal setup program by double clicking on the 
ó2XWebPortal.msiô, or ó2X WebPortal-x64.msiô file on the IIS machine that will be 
used as your access point to the published applications from the Web Portal. 

We recommend that you do not install the 2X Cloud Portal on an Active Directory 
machine.   

 

 

A welcome dialog box will appear. Close other Windows programs and click óNextô. 

 

 

 
Welcome to the 2X Cloud Portal Setup Wizard 
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After reading the End-User License Agreement, check the óI accept the terms in the 
License Agreementô checkbox and click on óNextô. 

 

 
Accept End-User License Agreement 
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The 2X Web Server Port screen displays and you are asked to assign the port on 
which the 2X Web Service will be installed. By default, the 2X Cloud Portal is 
installed on port 81. 

NOTE:   The 2X Secure Client Gateway is installed on port 80 by default and is 
configured to forward HTTP requests to the local host, on port 81. Therefore, Clients 
will still be able to access the 2X Web Portal from port 80. You can choose to install 
the 2X Web Service on any other port, and you can also use an existing port used by 
other web sites.  

In this scenario, the service will be installed under the web site configured on port 81.  
Click óNextô. 

 
 

 
Cloud Portal ï Web Server Port Number 
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Click on óInstallô to begin the installation. 

 

 

 
Cloud Portal Installation 
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Setup will copy the required files and will create an IIS application on the machine. 
 

 
Web Portal ï Copy Files to IIS Machine  

Note: Please note that IIS7 caches dynamic content as well as static content. 

 
To disable the caching for .aspx, .asmx and .ashx pages for the 2X Cloud Portal directory 
with an asp.net page that depends on the session state. please perform the following on the 
ó2X Web Serverô, ó2XWebPortalô and ó2XWebServiceô. These are shown in the following 
screenshot.  
 

 
Disabling Caching for folders consisting on .aspx, .asmx and .ashx 
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1. Run the Server Management console. 
2. Navigate to Roles -> Web Server (IIS) -> Internet Information Services. 
3. Repeat steps 4 to 12 for the following sites; ó2X Web Serverô, ó2XWebPortalô and 
ó2XWebServiceô. 

4. Select the folder that contains the .aspx, .asmx and .ashx pages you need to turn 
caching off for. 

5. In the Feature View, double-click ñOutput Cachingò. 
6. If there is a rule there already for the .aspx extension double click it and continue 
from step 8. Otherwise right click and select ñAddéò 

7. Enter .aspx for the ñFile name extensionò 
8. Check ñUser-mode cachingò 
9. Select ñPrevent all cachingò 
10. Check ñKernel-mode cachingò 
11. Select ñPrevent all cachingò 
12. Click OK. 
13. Close the Server management Console. 
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CONFIGURATION 

The first step after installing the 2X Web Portal is to direct the browser to 
[http://localhost/2XWebPortal/Admin.aspx] and login with a username that has 
administrative rights on the IIS machine.  

 

 
 

 

 
Welcome to the 2X Access Portal 

 

 

 

 

 

Enter the language code at the end of the url to change to a different language at the 
logon page if desired.
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You can add Farms by entering the IP/hostname and then click 'Add Farmô. In the 
óFarm Detailsô area you are able to configure how the 2X Web Service will connect 
with the 2X Secure Client Gateway. 

 
 

 
Add a new farm 

 

The administrator is able to configure the settings of the 2X Secure Client Gateway 
for each farm. 

 

The 2X Secure Client Gateway Details (as shown in the figure below) are used from 
the 2X Web Service to connect with the 2X Secure Client Gateway. These settings 
are primarily used for the connection between the 2X Web Service and the 2X 
Secure Client Gateway service. 

 

 

 
Configuring the Farm Details 
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To configure (override) the options of how the Client will connect with the 2X Secure 
Client Gateway, click on 'Advanced Settings'. These options allows the administrator to 
override the options that are used in the 2X Secure Client Gateway Details; and provides 
the administrator with the ability to use different settings when 2X Clients are connected to 
the 2X Secure Client Gateway. 

 

 

 
Advanced Settings 

 

 

After you have configured your required settings, click the óApply Settingsô button. 

Log back in to view the applications listing.  

 

To test a basic client connection point, point the clientôs browser to: 
http://WEB_SERVER_NAME/2XWebPortal/Logon.aspx.  

 

If the client is already installed, it will be automatically detected.  If not, you will be 
prompted to install the client. 

 

Please check óSupported Client Operating Systems and Browsersô at the beginning 
of this manual to ensure your client OS and browser are supported. 
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After entering the user credentials in the óUsernameô and óPasswordô fields, the 
application list should be populated according to the Client filtering settings. 

Username in UPN suffix format should be used to specify the user and domain. (i.e. 
user@domain) 

 

Clients will be able to browse through the application groups by clicking on the icon 
of each application group or by using the path field. Clients are also allowed to select 
the connection mode in order to specify which connection mode should be used 
when connecting with a published application or desktop. 

 
 

 

 
Application Listing 
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To connect in secure mode, enable SSL on the 2X ApplicationServer or enable SSL 
on IIS. 

 

 

 
Secure Login 

 

Add more farms by following the steps above. Always remember to click 'Apply 
Settings' to activate your settings. 
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General Settings 

Logging 

The 2X Cloud Portal can log all the actions that are carried out by an administrator or 
a user. The log can be cleared by clicking on óClear Logô. 2X Cloud Portal will 
compress the log file to a repository on a weekly basis. Click on óDownload 
repositoryô to download the stored logs. 

 

 

 
Logging 
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System Settings 

 

 
System Settings 

 

 

Session Settings 

The óSession Timeoutô (minutes) field allows you to set the amount of idle time that 
has to pass before the session ends. If the user does not refresh the page or 
navigate to a different page during the specified amount of time, the session will end. 
Enter the amount of time that needs to pass before the session is timed out and click 
on óApply Settingsô. 

 

Security Settings 

Security settings have been added to enhance security when entering a 2X Cloud 
Portal Session and when connecting to a server. 

 

Show Public / Private Logon Options:Enable this setting so that the user specifies 
whether he is logging in the system through a public/shared computer or a private 
computer. To illustrate the affect of this feature, the 2X Cloud Portal Logon screen is 
shown below. 
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User Logon ï Show Public / Private Logon Options Enabled 

 

¶ This is a private computer 

When a private computer is used, the username will be óstoredô after first log 
on. When logging again into the 2X Cloud Portal again, the username will be 
readily available. 

 

¶ This is a public computer 

In this case, since a public computer is used, the username ówill not be storedô 
after first logon. The user will have to re-enter username again. 

 

Enforce Security (HTTPS / SSL): 

Enabling this setting forces the user to connect to the 2X Web Portal in SSL (HTTPS) 
mode. Users will not be allowed to connect to the óFarmô if SSL is not enabled from 
the 2X Console. 

 

Enforcement Advanced Client Security: 

When this setting is enabled, the user can only open the .2xa files when the user is 
logged on to the 2X Web Portal. Please note that a user cannot open the .2xa files 
when the 2X Cloud Portal session times out. 

 

Client Installation Settings 

The óInstallation Modeô field has three choices: 

¶ No Client Detection - Client installation will not be detected 

¶ Install Client - Installs client but user is prompted 

¶ Install Client Silently - Installs client but user is not prompted 
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From the óInstallation Typeô field choose from the following choices: 

¶ Full ï Normal Installation 

¶ Basic ï Only core components are installed (for the logon user)Basic with 
Cleanup ï Same as basic, but removes components when the user logs 
off of the machine 

 
Client Detection Failure Options: 

¶ Show error message and allow retest ï Prompts user that no 2X Client is 
installed and also allows user to retest for client detection. 

¶ Show error message and allow full installation or retest ï Prompts user 
that no 2X Client is installed and provides the option to fully install 2X 
Client or perform retest. 

¶ Show error message and allow full installation ï Prompts user that no 2X 
Client is installed and provides the option to fully install 2X Client 

¶ Show error message only ï Prompts user that no 2X Client is installed. 
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Customized Appearance 

 

The 2X Cloud Portal can be customized to show a personalized appearance. 
Settings can be created to add a custom company name, company logo, banner and 
message. Each profile will have a different URL that can be given to the users.  

 

To add a new profile, enter the óSettings Nameô and click on óAdd Settingsô as shown 
below. 

 

 

 
Customized Appearance 

 

The óCompany IDô is a unique ID that distinguishes one profile from another. This is 
set by the system and cannot be changed.  

The óCompany Nameô is the name of the Cloud Portal that will be displayed to the 
user.  

A custom message can also be added to be displayed to the user in the login page. 
The óMessageô field will also accept HTML tags. 
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Logon Settings 

The óDefault Domainô field allows you to enter the domain name so that users only 
need to enter their unique logon name. (i.e. @2X.com) 

 

 
Login Settings; Default Domain Field 
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Administrators have the option to provide users with a message that they will see 
when they log on. 

 

 

 
Creating a Global Message 
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Replication Settings 

 

Often, you may have 2X Cloud Portal installed on more than one machine (e.g. High 
Availability with Multiple Gateways and 2X Web Access Portals or High Availability 
with a dual firewall DMZ), and it can be useful to keep the settings of each web portal 
exactly the same.  Use the Replication Settings feature to avoid setting the same 
configuration for each web portal. 

Click here for examples of scenarios.Enter the server name and click on óAdd 
Serverô.  Enter HostName/IP and Port (default 81) then click on óApply Settingsô. 

 

By default the óOverride Advanced Farm Settings?ô box is checked allowing you to 
replicate the advanced settings for each farm. 

 

 

 
Replication Settings 

 

http://www.2x.com/solutions/2XSolutionsguide.pdf









